TOWN OF LEADER
BYLAW NO. 03/25

A BYLAW OF THE TOWN OF LEADER TO REGULATE THE KEEPING OF CHICKENS IN AN URBAN

AREA.

The Council of the Town of Leader, in the Province of Saskatchewan enacts as follows:

PART 1 — SHORT TITLE

11

This Bylaw shall be known as the “URBAN HEN BYLAW”.

PART 2 — DEFINITIONS

2.1

For the purpose of this Bylaw the following words shall have the meaning given herein:

a)

b)

f)

g)

h)

j)

“Adjoining Neighbour” means an owner or occupant of a property that is
contiguous to a subject property along a common property line or across a rear
lane. If the subject property is located on a corner lot, an adjoining neighbour
includes an owner or occupant of property that is adjacent to the subject property
across a rear lane, but not across a street;

“Administrator” means the Chief Administrative Office of the Town of Leader;

“Bylaw Officer” means a person appointed by the Town of Leader to enforce this
Bylaw.

“Coop” means a fully enclosed weather proof structure with an attached outdoor
enclosure having a bare earth or vegetated floor for urban hens to roam not
exceeding 10 mZ2in a floor area and no more than 2 meters in height;

“Coop Run” means a securely enclosed structure intended for the keeping of hens;

“Hen Keeper” means a person having any right of custody, control or possession of
a hen;

“Hen License” means a license issued under this bylaw that authorizes the keeping
of hens on a specific property within an urban area in the Town of Leader;

“Nest Box” means a box within a coop for the nesting of hens;
“Rooster” means a domesticated male chicken;

“Subject Property” means a lot or parcel of land in which a Hen License is sought or
has been issued;
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k) “Temporary Caregiver” means a person who has been authorized by the Hen
Keeper to provide care to their hens in the event that the Hen Keeper is
temporarily unavailable to do so;

[) “Urban Area” means lands located within the Town which are classified as
Residential in the Town of Leader’s Zoning Bylaw; and

m) “Urban Hen” means a female chicken that is at least 16 weeks of age.

PART 3 — PROHIBITIONS

3.1 In an Urban Area, no person shall:
a) keep a rooster; or

b) keep a hen, other than an urban hen for which a valid license has been issued by the
Town of Leader.

PART 4 — PILOT PROGRAM REGULATIONS

4.1 The length of the Urban Hen Pilot Program shall be two (2) years, effective January 1,
2026.

4.2 Participants must acknowledge the pilot program as a trial.
4.3 Should the pilot program not result in the implementation of a formal municipal urban
hen program, participants will have 90 days from the end of the pilot program to re-

home urban hens.

4.4 The Town will issue a maximum of five (5) Urban Hen Licenses during the pilot program
period.

PART 5 — URBAN HEN LICENSE

5.1 A person may apply to keep a minimum of two (2) and a maximum of four (4) urban
hens by:

a) submitting a completed Hen License Application, in the form prescribed in Appendix
“A” of this bylaw;

b) pay the required fee for the Urban Hen License as prescribed in Schedule “A” of this
bylaw, which is due and payable at the time of application, prior to approval and
annually thereafter;
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5.2

53

54

5.5

5.6

5.7

5.8

c) provide any other information reasonably required by the Administrator or Bylaw
Officer, including but not limited to:

i) The name, address, and contact information of the person who will be the
Hen Keeper and of any person who may act as a Temporary Caregiver.

ii) Written permission to keep hens on the subject property by the property
owner as shown on the Certificate of Title, if the Hen Keeper is not the
registered owner.

d) a site plan that shows the location and dimension of the coop and coop run and
includes the associated setbacks from the coop and coop run to the side and rear
property lines.

At the time of application for a Hen License, the applicant must demonstrate to the
satisfaction of the Administrator that all adjoining neighbours have been notified of the
intent to apply for a Hen License and the subject property. If an adjoining property is
undeveloped or developed but otherwise vacant, the applicant is not required to notify
that adjoining property.

A Hen License does not take effect until:

a) the Administrator or Bylaw Officer is satisfied all provisions in Section 5.1 and 5.2
have been met;

b) the appeal period referenced in Section 6.2 has expired, if no appeal was received
during the appeal period; or

c) the Appeal Committee has made a decision on any appeal and that decision upholds
the issuance of the Hen License, with or without conditions.

The license is valid only for the period of January 1 to December 31 in the year for
which the license is issued.

The license is not transferrable from one person to another or from one property to
another.
Hen License fees shall not be reduced or prorated no matter of month of purchase or

total number of hens.

A person to whom a license has been issued shall produce the license at the demand of
the Administrator or Bylaw Officer.
The Administrator may refuse to grant or renew a license for the following reasons:

a) the applicant or license holder does not meet or ceases to meet the requirements of
this bylaw;
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b) the applicant or license holder:

i) Provides false or misrepresenting information to the Administrator or Bylaw
Officer.

ii) Fails to pay any fee required by this bylaw or any applicable bylaw.

iii) Fails to pay a fine imposed by a court for a contravention of this bylaw or any
other applicable bylaw related to the keeping of urban hens.

iv) An applicant for or holder of a Hen License has been convicted of any
offence involving abuse, mistreatment or negligent treatment of keeping of
animals.

v) An applicant has previously been the holder of a Hen License that was
revoked for non-compliance with this bylaw.

vi) Has not complied with all other Provincial and Federal regulations for the
keeping of livestock

c) In the opinion of the Administrator or Bylaw Officer, based on reasonable grounds,

it is in the public interest to do so.

PART 6 — RESPONSIBILITIES OF A HEN KEEPER

6.1 Hen Keepers, owners of subject property, and Temporary Caregivers must:

a)

f)

g)

h)

j)

provide each hen with food, unfrozen water, shelter, adequate light, ventilation,
warmth, veterinary care and opportunities for essential behaviors such as
scratching, dustbathing, roosting, pecking and socializing with their own kind;

keep each hen in a secured area at all times;
keep the coop secured from sunset on any given day to sunrise the following day;

provide warmth to the hens through heat lamps, wall insulation, poly-sheeting,
seedling heat mat, or other means;

construct and maintain the coop to prevent a rodent from harboring underneath
or within its walls and to prevent access to the coop by any other animal;

ensure that hens are kept in the coop with all openings, such as doors and
windows, secured in such a manner that will not allow predators to enter;

maintain the coop in good repair, sanitary condition, and free from vermin and
noxious or offensive smells and substances;

store feed in a fully enclosed, non-penetrable container;
keep food and water containers within the confinement of the coop;

remove leftover feed, trash and manure in a timely manner;
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k)

p)

a)

store manure within a fully enclosed container and store no more than three (3)
cubic feet of manure at any time;

remove all other manure not used for composting or fertilizing and dispose of such
in accordance with Town bylaws;

place all hen related waste in a secure location on site until disposal;

ensure hens are slaughtered or euthanized at an appropriate location or facility,
not on the subject property;

dispose of the carcass of a hen deceased by natural causes by double bagging and
bringing it to a veterinarian, farm, abattoir, or other operation that is lawfully
permitted to dispose of hens;

find a suitable home for hens if they are no longer wanted;

keep hens in a cage or carrier only when actively transporting the hen; and

keep hens for personal use only and not sell eggs, manure, meat, or any other
products derived from hens.

PART 7 — COOP REQUIREMENTS

7.1

7.2

7.3

7.4

7.5

A Hen Keeper must:

a)

b)

provide each hen with at least 0.37 square meters (4 ft?) of interior floor area and
at least 0.92 square meters (10 ft?) of coop run outdoor area, within the coop;

provide a minimum of one (1) nest box for every three (3) hens; and

ensure the coop meets the requirements in the Zoning Bylaw regarding an
accessory building.

The coop must be located at least 3 m from rear and side lot lines.

Coops cannot be located in a Utility Right of Way or an Overland Drainage Right of
Way.

Only one (1) coop per property shall be permitted.

The Administrator has the authority to impose additional site-specific conditions.
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PART 8 — GENERAL REGULATIONS FOR HEN KEEPERS

8.1

8.2

8.3

8.4

8.5

Hen Keeping is permitted under and in accordance with this bylaw.

This bylaw applies to the activity of hen keeping for personal use only. The commercial
sale of hens or hen products is not permitted.

This bylaw enables the keeping of hens within the confines of a fenced property and
does not permit hens to be sheltered within a residential dwelling unit.

Each hen must be a minimum of four (4) months old when acquired for keeping under
a Hen License.

This bylaw does not exempt a person from complying with any Federal or Provincial
law or regulation, other Town bylaw, or any requirement of any lawful permit, order,
or license.

PART 9 — ENFORCEMENT

9.1

9.2

9.3

9.4

9.5

The Administrator or Bylaw Officer has the right to access any subject property to
inspect for compliance with this bylaw.

Where a Bylaw Officer has reasonable grounds to believe that a Hen Keeper has
contravened any provision of this bylaw the Bylaw Officer may serve the Hen Keeper
with a Notice of Violation.

Should hens and/or a coop be ordered to be removed, all costs and associated
expenditures related to the removal shall be the responsibility of the holder of the Hen
License and the property owner.

In the event of the revocation of a Hen License, the licensee will be given fourteen (14)
days to rehome the hens.

No person shall hinder or obstruct, or attempt to hinder or obstruct any employee of
the Town, its contractors or agents who is exercising a power or performing a duty
under this bylaw.

PART 10 — OFFENCES AND PENALTIES

10.1

10.2

A person who contravenes any provision of this bylaw is guilty of an offence.

A person who is guilty of an offence is liable to the penalties as set out in Schedule “B”
of this bylaw.
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10.3

10.4

Any person who contravenes the provisions of this bylaw as not specifically set out in
Schedule “B” or fails to comply with any notice given, is liable to penalties as set out in
the Town of Leader General Penalty Bylaw.

In the case of an offence that is of a continuing nature, a contravention of a provision
of this bylaw constitutes a separate offence with respect to each day, or part of day,
during which the contravention continues. A person guilty of such an offence is liable
to a penalty as set out in Appendix “A” of this bylaw for each separate offence.

PART 11 — REPEAL AND COMING INTO FORCE

111

11.2

11.3

11.4

The headings throughout this Bylaw are for convenience only and are not intended to
be used to construe the intent of the bylaw or any part hereof, or to modify, amplify,
or aid in the interpretation or meaning of the provisions of this Bylaw.

If a court of competent jurisdiction should declare any Part or subsection of the bylaw
to be invalid, such Part or subsection shall not be construed as having persuaded the
Council to pass the remainder of the Bylaw, and it is hereby declared that the
remainder of the bylaw shall be valid and remain in force.

In the prosecution of an alleged contravention of any of the provision of this Bylaw, the
onus of proof that the action giving rise to the charge was previously authorized shall
lie upon the person charged.

This Bylaw shall come into force on the date of the third and final reading by the
Council of the Town of Leader.

MAYOR

ADMINSTRATOR

Read a first time this 15" day of July, 2025.

Read a second time this day of , 2025,

Read a third time and is hereby adopted this day of , 2025,
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BYLAW SECTION

5.1(b)

BYLAW SECTION
3.1(a)
3.1(b)

5.1

6.2(b)
6.2(g)
6.2(k)
6.2(n)
6.2(0)
6.2(r)
7.1(a), (b)
7.1(c)

AMOUNT

$50

AMOUNT

$125
$250
$125
$125
$125
$125
$250
$250
$125
$125
$125

TOWN OF LEADER
SCHEDULE “A”
Annual License

BYLAW DESCRIPTION

Annual Hen License

TOWN OF LEADER
SCHEDULE “B”
Violations

BYLAW DESCRIPTION

Rooster within town limits

Failure to obtain license

Keeping more than 4 hens

Hens running at large

Fail to maintain coop in sanitary condition/good
Waste not stored in an enclosed container
Slaughter of hens on property

Unlawful disposal of deceased hens

Selling of products produced from hens

Coop fails to meet size/enclosure requirements

Coop not located properly on property
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TOWN OF LEADER
Appendix “A”
Urban Hen License
O:\FOrRMS\BYLAW FORMS AND PERMITS

Town of Leader - Office of the Administrator
151 — 1= Street West, Leader, SK., 50N 1H[I|
Telephone: [306) 62B-3858

Email: townleaderi@|eader.ca

UrBAN HEN APPLICATION

Flezss complets this form and attach all supporting documents to maks 3 complets spplication package. To submit the
application packsge, spplicants must email their application to cao@leader.ca or drop it off &t the Town Office. all
submittsd materials must be clear, legible and preciss.

Failure o maintain and abide by all reguirements of the Urban Hen Bylaw Mo. 03,25 and provincial regulations will lead o
3 license being revoked, and the hens must be removed from the property at the applicant’s expense within 14 days of
notification.

Personal Information contained on this form iz received by the Town of Leader in confidence. Rel=ase of this information is
gowvernad by the provisions of the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privocy Act.

Applicant lnformation:

Mame of Applicant:

Mailing Address:

Phone Mumber: Emiail Address:
Email:
1 currently reside at the property 1 am the registered owner of the property

1 am a renter of the property and have attached owner authorization

Civic Address:

Mumber of hens, and details on how enclosure will be heated in winter months:

Hen enclosure areas [5q. ft; coop and runj:

Mame(s) of Temporary Caregiver:

O Attach 5ite Sketch completa with the hen enclosure location relative to adjacent properties and
residential buildings, coop and rum floor area, and associated setback distances. Acceptable site
sketches may be produced using an existing real progerty regort, an aerial photo from Google Earth,
or a scaled drawing (see example site sketch].
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Terms and Conditions:

Applicant must ensure they hiove meat oll of the follawing requirements ond submit required
documentation. Check all that apply.

| have & plan for how to manage arganic waste from my hens that will not result in odor issues or
an unsightly premise.

I | agree to immediztely notify the Town of Leader, 2nd the province az required, of 2ny dissasze or welfare

iszuss that zrise and to take 2|l necessary steps to rectify the situation.

The nearest qualified veterinarian(s] to my residence that accept hens are [include name, phone
number and address):

I | have notified my neighbowr(s) whose properties are immeadiately =djacent to my property, including thoss
zcross the back lane (where applicable) that | intend to apply for 3 backyard hen keeping license.

[ | have attached neishbour names and contzct numbers for all adjzcent properties.
[ 1 have re=d and understood the Urksn Hen Bylaw Mo. 03725,

[ 1 acknowledzs that the urban hen kesping on the property may require periodic inspections by the Town of
Leader.

I 1 understand that after receiving my licencs, thet failure to maintain and shide by all requirements outlined

in the Urban Hen Bylaw No. 03/25 and all zpplicable Provincial regulations, will result in my licence being
revoked, and 3ll hens must be removed from the premises within 14 days 3t my own expenss.

I 1 understand that the Town has the suthority to repeal the Urban Hen Bylzw Mo, 03/25 with 90 days notice
znd all hens must be removed from the property st my own expenze.

I | understand that the licence izsued through this application process is valid for the applicant and the

property only as described sbowe in s2ctions Applicant Infarmation and Site Information. Any change in the
information as described above (e.g. applicant moves to a different sddress, applicant moves coop location
within existing yard) will render the licensa woid.

[ 1 understand that | am applying for an annual licence and that the license will expire at the =nd of December
in the current year, at which time | will nead to file for a renewal licenzs from the Town of Leader.

Signature: Date:

Date Received: Approved By: License Mumber:

License Fee:  550.00

Application Denied By: | Reason Being Denied:
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PROPERTY LINE

URBAN HEN ENCLOSURE
Example Site Sketch

o o - ——— — ————————————————————————————— ———
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