
The 2025 budget was adopted by Council on June 17th. This years budget was challenging to balance. Council 

needed to find the necessary operational and capital funds while trying their best to keep any tax increases to a 

minimum. Every four years is a revaluation year where all properties are reassessed by SAMA. These revaluation 

can see many different outcomes to the total taxable value of the properties in town. This year the Town of   

Leader saw an overall decrease to the taxable assessed values of $3.2 million dollars. With this rather large drop 

in value, Council knew that there would need to be an increase to all property classes, the key was finding the 

most effective and fair rates. Council believes that the tax rates they have set have met their goals and although 

some will see some kind of increase on their property tax notice, there are properties that will see a decrease in 

the amount of taxes paid this year. 

The base tax for all tax classes (Residential, Commercial and Agricultural) was increased by 10%. This resulted in 

the following change from 2024: 

• Residential base tax increased by $115.89; 

• Commercial base tax increased by $210.32; and 

• Ag base tax increased by $60.32. 

In addition to the base tax increase, Council adjusted the mill rate from 6.4 mills to 6.65. This increase to the mill 

rate is equivalent to an increase of $2.50 per every $10,000 of taxable assessed value. (A property with a 

$200,000 taxable assessed value would see an increase of $50.00). It is important to remember that there was a 

large number of properties that realized some level of decrease to their assessed values.  

So where is your tax money going in 2025?  

Well, Council is focused on maintaining the current service levels while navigating the current needs 

of our Town. Council is reviewing procedures and determining what standard practices are in need 

of improvement. For example, is it worth paving over excavated water break sites when we know 

that there is likely to be another break in the near future or when we are planning to replace the 

lines in the next five years? Although these can be an inconvenience and a bit of a nuisance,   

Council is being careful to consider how your tax money is being spent and making changes to ensure theses 

funds are not being wasted. Inside this edition of the News Bulletin, we will highlight some of the key funding    

areas and how Council is planning for the future. 

The full budget can be viewed at the Town Office and on the Town of Leader’s website. If you wish to discuss 

budget items, a meeting can be arranged with the Town CAO or a member of Council by calling 306-628-3868. 
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RECYCLING PICK-UP 

Please have your bin on the street by 7:00am. 
 

Thursday, July 10 

Thursday, July 24 
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TOWN OFFICE HOURS  
Monday to Friday- 8:30am - Noon & 1:00pm - 4:30pm 

Closed Weekends & Stat Holidays                        

GARBAGE PICK-UP 

Please have your bin on the street by 7:00am. 
 

Tuesday, July 8 

Tuesday, July 22 

 

ELECTRONIC WASTE DROP-OFF  

(Town Shop - 302 Highway 21 South / 9am - noon & 1pm - 5pm) 

Monday, July 28 

TRANSFER STATION HOURS OF OPERATION 
 

Summer Hours (Apr 1 - Oct 31) 
Mon & Wed: 2pm - 6pm 

Sat: 10am - Noon & 1pm - 6:30pm 

LEADER & DISTRICT HANDI-BUS 
  For more information please            

call Craig at: 
306-628-7862 
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Council News 
The latest minutes from Leader Town council 
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May 26, 2025 

The regular meeting of Council was held on May 26th with Mayor Aaron Wenzel, Councillors Dustin Heatcoat, Riley 

Feiffer, Craig Tondevold, Isabelle Blohm and John-Mark Bredeson, and Administrator Erin Romanuik.  

The meeting was called to order at 6:59 pm, the agenda was approved, and the minutes of the May 6 regular 

meeting and May 15 General Government meeting were approved as presented. 

Mr. Dustin Bischoff addressed Council, presenting his concerns about the delay in completing the sidewalk removal 

and the delay to his expected start date. Mr. Bischoff exited the Chambers at 7:03 pm. 

Council instructed the Administrator to engage a consulting or engineer firm to develop a backfilling and compaction 

policy for use when restoring an excavation from a utility line repair or replacement.  

Councillor Heatcoat declared a conflict of interest on agenda item 6.2: Business Arising from Delegate and exited the 

Council Chambers at 7:25 pm. Councillor Heatcoat re-entered the Council Chambers at 7:42 pm. 

Council approved the issuance of two community event licenses: Leader Curling Club for the beer gardens at the ball 

diamond during Wild West Daze and the Leader Lions Club for the beer gardens on the NW 1/4 of 21-22-26 W3    

during the Wild West Mud Bogs on June 21. Council also approved two Special Occasion Permits: Aimee Resch for a 

private event at the Leader Ball Diamonds and to the Leader  & District Chamber of Commerce for the Market Kickoff 

on June 19. 

Administration Staff wages were reviewed and it was moved that the staff would see a 3% cost of living increase and 

the CAO shall receive an additional 3% adjustment to better align the salary to the UMAAS Salary Guide. 

Treena Redman was appointed Acting Administrator from June 30 to July 11 to cover vacation days being taken by 

the CAO. 

Council reviewed a tax abatement request from the owners of Lot 10 Block 27 Plan DV541 and found that the        

request complied with the current Tax Abatement Policy of the Town of Leader and therefore shall receive an    

abatement of 35% on their 2025 municipal taxes and an abatement of 20% on their 2026 municipal taxes.  

The Administrator’s Report was accepted as presented, the financial report was reviewed and the capital and general 

accounts are to be paid.           

Mayor Wenzel adjourned the meeting at 9:00pm. 

A Special Meeting of Council was held on June 4, 2025 with all     

members Council present except Councillor Heatcoat and Tondevold. 

The meeting was called to order at 3:30 pm. It was moved to         

implement Level 1 Water Restrictions due to the ongoing low levels 

of the South Saskatchewan River and inability to maintain two pumps 

operating at the river pump site. These restrictions shall remain in 

place until the Town is able to restore the reservoir levels and can 

operate two pumps at the river pump site. 
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WHAT’S HAPPENING 
A column used to promote non-profit community events as well as a bonus promo for our advertisers. 

If you would like to have your non-profit event listed here please contact the Town Office. 

July 2 TD Summer Reading Club starts at Leader Library 

July 17 Foodbank Day - To register or for more information please call: 639-932-7446 

July 17 Free Community Concert - Berk Jodoin & Guests - presented by the Leader & District Arts Council - 7pm  - 






